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This is the first of two issues dedicated to injury surveillan
and prevention in New South Wales. Injury prevention i
gaining appropriate recognition as a public health priority, bo
nationally and within NSW. The current estimated burden
health care and other community resources due to injuries
NSW is $4.4 billion annually. In this issue, the articles look
measuring the size and nature of potential causal factors associ
with injuries. Through this collection of articles, we can see ho
surveillance data can be used to monitor public health proble
identify potential risk factors, inform the planning of preventio
opportunities and evaluate the strategies adopted.

The feature article on firearm injuries in NSW provides a valua
assessment of this public health problem prior to the introduction|
new gun laws following the 1996 Port Arthur massacre. The arti
describes the epidemiology of deaths and hospital separations ca
by firearms in the five-year period preceding the introduction of t
new laws. In the future, comparing these data with data collec
since July 1997 will allow us to assess the impact of the n
legislation. The following article considers the size, nature a
location of injuries to children in south eastern Sydney. The fin
article looks at how injury surveillance databases can be utilise
provide insight into potential risk or protective factors associat
with injuries, in this case for head injuries in young children

The nextissue in this series will focus on injury prevention in acti
at state and local levels.
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