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TheNSWPublicHealth Bulletin has achievedmuch over the

past 24 years1 and there is a great deal to celebrate. To

support an agile, contemporary, public health environment

the Bulletin is about to enter a new phase in its evolution –

one that builds on its proud history and strongly positions

public health for the future. The Bulletin will be renamed

Public Health Research & Practice and will strengthen its

focus on supporting knowledge-driven policies and the

provision of best practice public/population health services

and programs in NSW and across Australia. This will be

underpinned by original, policy-relevant research and arti-

cles on implementing and evaluating innovative NSW

policies, services and programs. Editorial management

and production will move to the Sax Institute and be

overseen by an Editorial Board (Box 1).

Both the NSW Health and Medical Research Strategic

Review2 and the NSWGovernment Evaluation Framework3

emphasise the potential for research and evaluation to

strengthen policy and practice across health. For this poten-

tial to be realised, new approaches to designing and

conducting research and to sharing our findings will be

required.We intend thatPublic Health Research&Practice

will become a key platform in using research to inform

public health policy and practice across NSW and Australia

more broadly.

The optimal generation and use of evidence will require

many things. For example, strong evaluation embedded into

the rollout of policies and programs will make the most

of opportunities to learn what works and under what condi-

tions. The NSW Government Evaluation Framework3

makes this clear saying:

Evaluation is a key tool to support evidence based

policy and decision making in government, to help

government learn and adapt to changing environments

and as a tool for communicating and sharing valuable

information. When planned, designed and conducted

in accordancewith good practice standards, evaluation

can provide the necessary evidence to improve ser-

vices and guide better resource allocation decisions.

Better tools and methods for the kinds of research that can

inform practice will also be required – for example, how

can we best consider factors like scalability4 and reproduci-

bility? How do we best estimate likely real world costs and

benefits? How can we harness technology to respond to

emerging public health threats? And what can be done to

provide control or comparison groups when randomised

trials are not possible?

Co-creation of research where researchers, policy makers

and practitioners work together to design, implement, inter-

pret and disseminate research will be crucial to this effort.

Each has important expertise to bring to the collaborative

effort. Co-creation of research has the potential to result in

rigorous tests of strategies in a timelyway that could feasibly

be implemented at the state or national levels.

Public Health Research & Practice will strengthen the

connection between research, policy and practice and

support the population health workforce in NSW to find

and use the best available evidence in the time available.5

We will actively seek papers describing research that has

used a co-creation approach and is based in a ‘real world’

setting, and will be particularly interested in papers
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describing the evaluation of innovative policies and pro-

grams in the field. This will instigate a new stream of

discussion to drive forward the development of methods

that work more effectively to understand the impact of

health issues, policies and programs in the field. NSW

Health and the Sax Institute are excited about this new

phase in the development of the journal and we are looking

forward to working with researchers, policy makers and

practitioners to further strengthen our investment into

evidence-informed policy and practice.
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Box 1. Public Health Research & Practice Editorial Board

Professor Bruce Armstrong Editorial Board Member

Senior Advisor, Research Assets, The Sax Institute

Professor Adrian Bauman Section Editor – Prevention of Chronic Disease

Sesquicentenary Professor, Sydney School of Public Health,

The University of Sydney

Professor Sandra Eades Section Editor – Equity

Head Aboriginal Health Program, Baker IDI

Heart and Diabetes Institute

Professor Mark Harris Section Editor – Primary Care

Executive Director, Centre for Primary Health Care and Equity,

The University of New South Wales

Professor Bette Liu Scientific Editor

Senior Science Advisor, The Sax Institute

Dr Jeremy McAnulty Section Editor – Communicable Disease

Director, Health Protection NSW

Professor Sally Redman Editor-in-Chief

CEO, The Sax Institute

Professor Wayne Smith Editorial Board Member

Director, Environmental Health, Health Protection NSW

Associate Professor Sarah Thackway Editorial Board Member

Director, Centre for Epidemiology and Evidence,

NSW Ministry of Health

Mr Bob Wells Editorial Board Member

Deputy CEO, The Sax Institute

Professor John Wiggers Section Editor – Practice, Policy and Programs

Director, Population Health, Hunter New England Health

Professor Andrew Wilson Editorial Board Member

Director, The Australian Prevention Partnership Centre

Director, Menzies Centre for Health Policy, The University of Sydney
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